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Thank you for your letter of 3 February 2017 regarding petition PE1612 (Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Scheme – change to the “same roof rule”) and seeking more information on 
why the Scottish Government currently has no plans to establish a separate compensation 
scheme and whether the Scottish Government will give further consideration to this matter in 
light of points raised by Victim Support Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government is of the view that a separate compensation scheme is not the 
most effective way in which to recognise and support those affected by this issue. In coming 
to this view we acknowledge the devastating effects of childhood abuse and that supporting 
survivors of childhood abuse is a priority. The Scottish Government’s Survivor Support policy 
aims to tackle the significant inequalities that survivors often experience as a result of their 
abuse, as set out in the SurvivorScotland Strategic Outcomes and Priorities 2015 - 2017. 
 
Any consideration of a possible separate compensation scheme must take into account the 
high level of uncertainty as to likely demand and the broad range of circumstances which 
could be covered. Given this uncertainty, and the additional administration costs of 
establishing separate application, investigation and assessment processes, and applying 
these to historical cases, we are not confident that a separate scheme would be the most 
effective way to serve the best interests of survivors and provide appropriate support.  There 
is a real risk that such a scheme could result in administration costs disproportionate to 
compensation claimed.   
 
The issues which Victim Support Scotland have highlighted in relation to the current 
operation of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme were considered by the UK 
Government in their review of the scheme in 2012. The same-roof rule was also considered 
in a recent judicial review which Victim Support Scotland have referred to.  In that judicial 
review, the Outer House of the Court of Session rejected the challenge and upheld the rule. 
The court noted that the decision to abolish the same-roof rule prospectively was 
proportionate and within the legitimate exercise of the discretion accorded to Parliament. Any 
amendment of the existing Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme would be for the UK 
Government to address. 
 
Our priority remains focussing on the best use of available resources for support for 
survivors of domestic and childhood abuse, with an emphasis on meeting the individual 
needs of all survivors through integrated services at local level. I would reiterate that we fully 
recognise the suffering of those affected by childhood abuse and we are currently preparing 
to review the Survivor Scotland Strategic Outcomes and Priorities 2015-17 framework I have 
mentioned above to fulfil our vision that all survivors be supported to have equal access to 
integrated care, support and treatment resources and services which can reduce the impact 
of the inequalities and disadvantage experienced as a result of abuse.    
 
Since 2007, the Scottish Government has invested £10m to third and voluntary sector 
organisations which offer a wide range of local services across Scotland that support all 
survivors of child abuse.   We also announced in 2015 investment of £13.5 million over 5 
years to deliver a dedicated fund to expand and enhance existing support specifically for 
survivors of in care abuse in Scotland. The Future Pathways, Scotland’s In Care Survivor 
Support Fund opened in October 2016 and to date over 150 survivors have accessed the 
Fund. 



 
 

 
The Limitation (Childhood Abuse) (Scotland) Bill will also remove the three year time bar 
barrier for all survivors to whom it applies and we are fully committed to supporting and 
engaging with survivors of in-care childhood abuse on a number of topics. Engagement and 
discussions with CELCIS and the Interaction Action Plan Review Group regarding financial 
redress are on-going. The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry established by Ministers launched in 
2015 aims to get to the truth of what happened to children in care and how the victims were 
so badly failed by those who were meant to protect them. The Inquiry will report within 4 
years and is currently investigating 69 institutions. Public hearings will proceed in phases, 
with the first commencing 31 May 2017.  
 
The Equally Safe strategy sets out our priorities for tackling violence against women and 
girls in domestic settings, as well as more generally, and we are investing record levels of 
funding to support a range of front line specialist services working with women and children 
who have experienced domestic abuse. In 2015, we announced an additional dedicated £20 
million over 2015-18 from Justice budgets to be invested in a range of measures to tackle all 
forms of violence against women and girls. The Equally Safe strategy aims to prevent 
violence from occurring in the first place, build the capability and capacity of mainstream and 
specialist services to support survivors and those at risk, and strengthen the Justice 
response to victims and perpetrators. Equally Safe delivery plans will come forward later this 
year. 
 
I hope this is helpful. 


